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Mission Statement 
 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ, through our 
worship, our education, and our role in our 

community and the world. 

A Message From Pastor Josh 

Liftoff will commence in T minus three seconds.  3…2…1…  We have ignition!   
Hi everyone, as many of you are already aware, we successfully launched our new church-

online platform last month!  This platform will help us streamline our services and help us better 
customize the online experience for our viewers.  Over the course of this next year, we are hoping to 
unveil and utilize even more of the features and possibly consider additional service opportunities.  
This will require all of us to continue to learn the technology and to begin experimenting with some 
of the various features to see what will be best for our churches.  Therefore, for the remainder of this 
article I will discuss the implementation of a couple of the additional features, discuss how you can 
participate and how you can use the online platform as an evangelism tool.  Let’s start with some of 
the platform features. 
 As with any online platform, there is a Live Chat feature.  This feature allows us to connect 
with each other and with any visitors that we have.  Through the live chat, we can say good morning, 
make comments about specific parts of the service and interact with others’ comments.  You can 
publicly share joys and concerns, or you can request private prayer.  When someone requests prayer, 
moderators can use the Live Prayer feature which allows them to invite the person into a separate, 
and private, chat room.  Once there, they can discuss the request and pray over that person.  This can 
be an immensely powerful experience for visitors or people who wish to express their requests 
privately but still know someone is praying for them.  Let’s move on to our next feature: Online 
Giving. 
 The church-online platform also has an Online Giving feature that will help us promote 
tithing, giving and generosity.  Through this feature, people who are not able to attend our services in 
person can still partner with us financially to support our churches, ministries and missions.  This is 
also a great alternative for our members who may be gone for a week or two but wish to tithe even in 
their absence.  Let’s move on to our last feature: Moments.  
 The Moments feature allows pastors and worship leaders to create special opportunities 
throughout the service for people to respond.  It might be highlighting some key lyrics of a song, a 
central point in the sermon, or an opportunity to give your life to Christ.  While this feature may take 
us a little more time to implement effectively, it has the power to create a dynamic experience for the 
online attenders while also allowing them to connect and engage with our churches in a deep and 
meaningful way.  Now that we have looked at a few of the cool features available on the platform, 
let’s look at how you can participate and help us grow our online ministry. 
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A Message From Pastor Josh cont.  

 First, it is important that you familiarize yourself with the platform.  I would encourage all our 
church members to go and make an account.  You can do this simply by going to our website and 
clicking on the link.  This will help you learn to navigate the platform and practice using some of the 
features.  That way you can assist in answering questions or helping someone new to the platform.  
Secondly, we need people to be moderators and prayer advocates.  It will be important that we have 
several people trained in these roles so that we do not place the responsibility on only a couple of 
people.  The more people we have trained and available, the better we are positioned to take 
advantage of additional service opportunities.  Finally, we need people to become more active and be 
willing to interact with elements of the service and people.  As United Methodists, we are a 
connectional people.  We need to provide opportunities for new people to connect and engage with 
us.  Imagine if you came to church for the first time and no one said a word to you and the 
congregation sat in complete silence the whole service.  It would feel totally awkward and uninviting; 
this is how it can feel when no one interacts on the platform.  Now that you know how to actively 
participate, let’s conclude with a brief discussion of how to use the platform as an evangelism tool. 
 The easiest way to use the platform as an evangelism tool is simply to share it with other 
people.  You can invite your loved ones, friends and neighbors to church simply by helping them get 
to our website and clicking on the link.  For some people, an online experience may even be 
preferable to an in-person service because it allows them to have an experience from the comfort of 
their home.  You might even offer to “skip” church one Sunday so that you can go to their house and 
watch it with them or vice versa.  Secondly, you can share elements of the service that were 
meaningful to you with your friends.  Say there was a song or a part of the message that you found 
meaningful and felt God speaking to you through it.  You can go back to the recording and find the 
exact location and then copy and paste the web address with instructions to go to that specific spot.  
This can be a great way to share what God is doing in your life.  Finally, as we begin to utilize the 
Moments features, you will have the ability to share some of those with friends on social media.  The 
opportunities are endless, but it will obviously take some work and practice.  I hope you will join us 
in continuing to develop our online ministry as tool to take the gospel to all nations!  God Bless and 
have a great month. 

Good Friday Service 
 
This year New Auburn and Bloomer United 
Methodist Churches will be holding a joint service.  
The service will be Friday, April 2nd beginning at 
1pm.  The service will take place at St Judes 
Catholic Church in New Auburn so that there is 
enough space to social distance and be safe.   
 
Then there will be an online Good Friday service 
that evening at 6:30pm.  To join this service please 
go to bloomerumc.online.church.  There is time 
before the service starts to visit with each other in 
the chat room or you can just watch the service. 
 
Please join us for the Tenebrae service (a service 
of putting out lights) to remember and reflect on 
Jesus’ sacrifice for us. 

Easter Services 
 
Easter Sunday is April 4th and the service times will 
be at our normal times.   
 
New Auburn’s service will begin at 9am.  Following 
New Auburn’s service there will be an Easter 
Coffee Time so stay a little longer and visit with 
each other. 
 
Bloomer’s service will begin at 10:30am and will  
also be livestreamed on YouTube, Facebook Live 
and at bloomerumc.online.church.  If you watch it at 
bloomerumc.online.church you can interact with 
each other via the chat room.  That is the only 
platform that the chat will be monitored. 
 
It will be great to be together this Easter! 



 

Ministries 

New Auburn Women’s Group 
A New Ministry    

Join the New Auburn Women of Faith April 1st!  
The meeting will begin at 1:00pm in the New 
Auburn UMC basement.  Please bring with you the 
most current copy of the Upper Room and your 
Purse Mission items.  All women are invited to 
come! 

Bloomer Loose Coin  
 
The second quarter of 2021 
will see the loose coin offering 
go to the Bloomer UMC’s 
Vacation Bible School. 
This year VBS will be in 
person again at the end of 
July!  It will be the first kids 
event for over a year.  We’ll 
be outside as much as possible to be safe but we’re 
going to show the kids how special they still are to 
us and how awesome God is to everyone.  
Thank you in advance for your generosity to make 
this event a spectacular one! 

New Auburn Loose Coin 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Our New Auburn UMC loose coin this month will be 
going to the Bloomer Community Clothes Closet.  
This is a great program located on Main St in 
Bloomer.  The facility is open Tuesday evenings 
from 4-7 and Friday afternoons from 12-4.  There 
are clothes for all ages and sizes.  The clothes are 
free.  The clothes closet helps many low income 
families continue to have one of the basic needs 
fulfilled.  It is a blessing to Bloomer and the 
surrounding communities.  Thank you in advance 
for your generosity. 
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Bloomer UMW 
 

The Bloomer United 
Methodist Women will meet 
in the Fellowship Room at 
the church on Wednesday, 
April 7, at 6:00pm.  We will 
be discussing the direction 

that our group will be taking in the upcoming year 
and would love all women of the church to attend 
and join in on the conversation.  See you then! 

Church Online Transition 
 
Well, we have successfully launched the church 
online.  This month we are going to continue to 
learn and tweak some things to enhance the online 
experience and to build fellowship among the 
online community.  While we do that the service will 
continue to be livestreamed on Facebook Live also.  
April 25th will be the last Sunday that the services 
will be shown live on Facebook Live.   
On May 2nd the service will be strictly live on 
bloomerumc.online.church.  Please come and join 
us on there before then, though.  On there you can 
visit with the other people that are watching online.  
You can look up the Bible verse on the Bible tab 
during the service.  You can check out any special 
notes or announcements in the notes tab.  You can 
lift up prayers in the public chat or reach out for 
private prayers in a private chat room with one of 
our prayer partners. 
There is so much more that can be done on the 
church online platform than Facebook come join us 
for the journey! 

Save The Dates 
 
 April 1, New Auburn Women of Faith meet 1pm 

at church. 
 April 2, Good Friday Services 1pm in person at 

St Judes Catholic Church in New Auburn and 
6:30pm virtual on bloomerumc.online.church 

 April 7, Sack Lunch with Pastor 12pm at New 
Auburn UMC 

 April 7, Bloomer UMW 6pm at church 
 April 14, New Auburn Confirmation 4pm 
 April 15, Barhopping With Pastor 8pm at 

Bloomer Brewing Company 
 April 28, New Auburn Confirmation 4pm 



 

Ongoing Prayer Ministry 
 
Please lift up our homebound friends in 
prayer.   
Bloomer and New Auburn friends:  
Dick and Verona Donahue, Betty 
Kistner, Ellen Mark, Fern Meisner, Juanita 
Rufledt, Betty Wallsch, Louise Hacker. 

NEW AUBURN  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 
We are still collecting items for our 
Church “Purse Mission Project” for the 
local area Abuse Centers. 
 
The personal care items that we need for 
the used purses are as follows:  Tooth 

brush, small tooth paste, deodorant, bar of bath 
soap, small wash cloth, and small hand towel, 
small bottle of shampoo, small package of facial 
tissue, nail clippers, snacks, personal sanitary and 
hygiene products. Also any other thing that you 
think would be nice to have in the purses. 
 
If you bring a package of any of these items they 
will be divided up and then put in each of the 
purses that need them. 
 
Thank You for your help with this mission project. 

Bloomer On Going Missions 
 
Keep on collecting your... 

...Aluminum cans...The money is used 
toward  helping our youth with summer 
camp funding and such.  Thank you so 
much for the  donations and keep them 
coming! 
...Pop tabs...They will be given to Ronald 

McDonald House Charities to help raise 
money so the people that need to stay 
there are able to do it without worrying 
about how to pay for where they will stay 
when their child is in the hospital. 
...Box Tops...The box tops go to help the area 
schools.  Remember to enter them into the Box 
Tops website. 
 
If you have any questions about these missions 
please feel free to contact Maryann Gumness or 
Juanita Fransway. 

Caps and Personal Hygiene 
 
Do you have any brand new 
personal hygiene products or hats 
that you have knit that you would 
like to donate to various 

organizations?  Talk to Juanita Fransway and she 
can help you get them to people in need.  You can 
find her Sunday mornings at Bloomer UMC. 

Missions 
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Summer Camps! 
 
“Research has shown that youth that participate in 
a camp experience are nearly 70% more likely to 
say that a church home is important to them later in 
life. Many pastors, youth directors, and other 
ministry professionals cite an experience at camp 
as critial to their call to full-time ministry.” from 
wiumcamps.org  
 
Yes the UM Camps are open this summer and 
have many great experiences for kids of all ages to 
participate in!  As of right now please check them 
out at wiumcamps.org to see what great 
experiences are available.  As we get more 
information we’ll share it with you. 
 
Bloomer UMC has scholarships available if there is 
a need for financial help. 



 

Charge Celebrations 

New Auburn Birthdays 
 
 02 Ryan North 
 05 Toney North 
 10 Justin Lee Nelson 
 17 Don Moos 
 19 Patricia North 
 19 Dan Moos 
 21 Scott Stuckert 
 25 Curt North 

New Auburn Anniversaries 
 
 17 Toney and Pat North 

Bloomer Birthdays 
 
 06 Duane Wallsch 
 07 Brady Lueck 
 10 Caden Hauf 
 13 John Leonard 
 16 Leslie Fijalkiewicz 
 20 Juanita Fransway 
 20 Shawn Stoffel 
 22 Alice Lane 
 29 Thomas Stoffel 

Bloomer Anniversaries 
 
 00 Spots are open this month! 
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Thank You  
From New Auburn’s Treasurer 

 
Thank you to Diane Bleskacek, Janie Super, Ilene 
Moos and Veda Reed for auditing the 2020 New 
Auburn UMC books on Saturday, March 4th.  All 
accounts were found in order. 

Thank You  
To The Meals On Wheels Volunteers! 

 

The Chippewa County Meals on Wheels Program 
would like to express our appreciation and gratitude 
by thanking volunteers that deliver meals.  You 
have been the backbone of this program by 
assuring meals are delivered to those who are 
isolated or unable to provide adequate meals for 
themselves.  Not only does this program deliver a 
meal, but it also provides a safety check to make 
sure everyone is doing well.  This program can also 
help connect participants to other programs and 
resources that they may not know about that can 
help them thrive in their own homes.  Thank you 
for your dedication! 

Beverly’s Bench 
 
Beverly Henderson’s memorial bench is finished!  It 
looks beautiful outside of New Auburn UMC and 
many people will enjoy it when they grab a book 
out of the mini library and sit down to read. 



 

Christian Education and A Little Extra 
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Coffee, Christ And Conversation 
 
Coffee, Christ and Conversation is currently having 
a book study on “Women of the Bible” that...guess 
what...involves MEN too!  This will carry us at least 
three more weeks.  Join us...bring a friend...male or 
female.  If you have any questions ask Maryann 
Gumness. 

Bloomer UMC Library 
 
If you have been to Bloomer UMC you may have 
noticed books everywhere in the fellowship areas.  
This is because Shelly, Juanita, and Michelle are 
changing the library up a little bit.   
First, we are entering each book into a database so 
we actually know what he library has.  This will also 
help us to find books to feature each month in a 
specially designated area (this will happen by fall). 
Second, we are organizing them a little differently 
than they were so it will be easier to pick out 
featured books and to put them back.  We will also 
be adding a children’s book section, a Bible 
section, and a devotional section. 
Thank you for tolerating the disarray as we do this.  
Also if you have books checked out and you are 
finished with them please bring them back.   
We are also asking that if you want to currently 
check a book out of the library that you check one 
out from the shelves.  The ones that are on the 
shelves have already been entered into the 
database.  All the rest of the piles of books are still 
in the process of being entered. 
Thank you all for your patience! 


