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Mission Statement 
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Mission Statement 
 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ, through our 
worship, our education, and our role in our 

community and the world. 

A Message From Pastor Josh 

Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ!  I hope all of you are enjoying your summer and doing the 
absolute best you can to continuously navigate the constantly changing environment we live in.  This 
past month has been a time of deep reflection for me.  On the one hand, I have gotten to celebrate 
and enjoy some important dates and time with family and friends and, on the other hand, have had to 
work through some tougher emotions as I try to find ways to deal with family members facing health 
challenges, decision fatigue and a world embroiled in conflict.  I understand life has its up and downs 
and it is not so much what happens but how we respond that matters.  During my reflection and 
prayer, I began to consider a couple of questions: what does it look like to truly live right now?  What 
does it look like to be focused, purposeful and to give all that I have? 
 
Now some of you on the more cautionary side of things may already have a surge of thoughts and 
stories going through you head. You may be thinking broadening your current daily habits will place 
major risk on people’s health: strangers and love ones alike. Or you might be thinking you will be 
thrusted into life as ‘normal’ with no regard for certain restrictions and guidelines. Let me lay those 
thoughts to rest, I am not suggesting any of those things.  What I am talking about is finding ways to 
live fully in each area of our lives while at the same time taking into consideration all important 
matters and guidelines we have before us.  I believe it can be a ‘both/and’ rather than an ‘either/or’.  I 
also believe that this shift in our mindset can carry us forward, with hope and excitement, into the 
future and while also not leaving us with feelings of bitterness and regret as we look back on this 
period in our lives?  Now I do not have the space to go over each area in detail, nor could I provide 
sufficient answers to your personal life and circumstances in each area of your lives.  That is work 
you must choose to do but I will give us things to consider and guide us as a church. 
 
Currently, we are transitioning back into in-person worship services while looking for ways to 
expand our online reach.  We have some people who have chosen not to come and some who are 
physically unable to come to church.  How do we provide for their ministry needs and connectional 
experience?  What about our children?  How do/can we help encourage them to grow in their faith 
and stay connected?  Can we move beyond our Sunday School classrooms or Youth group settings to 
be a more vital part of their everyday lives?  Would some of you be willing to embrace social media 
and technology and meet them where they are at?  Will some of you find ways to do fun activities  
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A Message From Pastor Josh cont.  

even though it may not be in person?  How do we live out our mission to make disciples?  What are  
some of the things we can do to help disciple those that normally come to church while also reaching 
out to new people?  Are some of you willing to lead online discussions or Bible studies?  How can 
we create a ministry funnel or pathway that for both those that are willing to meet in person and those 
who wish to join online?  What about missions?  How do/can we care for those that are in need?  Can 
we strengthen partnerships and relationships with organizations that are already doing this work?  
Are there new areas and opportunities that we need to step into during this period? 
 
I could probably ask several more questions.  Hopefully, the gears are starting to turn, and ideas are 
being generated.  During the month of August, I would like us to begin meeting in our ministry 
committees to begin discussing and creating action plans for many of these questions as we move 
into the fall.  If you are on our leadership committees, I encourage you to spend some intentional 
time considering these topics and then come prepared to brainstorm, to discuss and to create action 
plans for our churches.  If you are not on any leadership committees but have ideas or suggestions, I 
encourage you to reach out and discuss these with me or members on pertinent committees.  If you 
would like to have a more active role in some of these decisions or are interested in heading a new or 
specific ministry, again please come and talk with me. 
 

Friends, each of you are here for a specific reason.  You were made for such a time as this!  Let’s lean 
into our faith and live, truly alive for Christ, during this time.  God Bless! 

New Auburn Construction Continues Forward 
 

Above are pictures of the New Auburn Trustees members working to remove the old ramp to make way for 
the new project.  Great job guys! 



 

Bloomer Loose Coin  
 
The third quarter of 2020 will see the loose coin 
offering go toward Operation Christmas Child 
Postage. 

Ministries and Missions 

Ongoing Prayer Ministry 
 
Please lift up our homebound friends 
in prayer.   
Bloomer and New Auburn friends:  
Dick and Verona Donahue, Betty 
Kistner, Ellen Mark, Fern Meisner, 
Juanita Rufledt, Jim and Virginia 
Young, Betty Wallsch, Louise 
Hacker. 

New Auburn Purse Ministry 
 
A quick reminder that our All Church 
Purse Mission is on going.  We continue 
to collect gently used purses to fill and 
donate to area Abuse Shelters. 

Bloomer On Going Missions 
 
Keep on collecting your... 
...Aluminum cans...The money is used 
toward  helping our youth with summer 
camp funding and such.  Thank you so 
much for the  donations and keep them 
coming! 

...Pop tabs...They will be given to 
Ronald McDonald House Charities to 
help raise money so the people that 
need to stay there are able to do it 
without worrying about how to pay for 

where they will stay when their child is in the 
hospital. 
...Box Tops...The box tops go to help 
the area schools. 
 
If you have any questions about these missions 
please feel free to contact Maryann Gumness or 
Juanita Fransway. 

New Auburn Loose Coin 
 

August’s loose coin offering will go to the Sunshine 
Fund 

Page 3 

Caps and Personal Hygiene 
 
Do you have any brand new personal hygiene 
products or hats that you have knit that you would 
like to donate to various organizations?  Talk to 
Juanita Fransway and she can help you get them 
to people in need.  You can find her Sunday 
mornings at Bloomer UMC. 

Shoes! 
 
In case you missed the 
news in the last two 
newsletters Bloomer UMC 
is collecting shoes again 
this year!  The collection 

ends on August 31st, though, so hurry up and 
clean your closets.  You can bring shoes in any 
state...brand new to held together with Duck Tape.  
The shoes will be donated to Soles4Souls.  The 
organization donates the good shoes to people in 
need and the shoes that are in rough shape are 
taken apart and repurposed.  Soles4Souls creates 
jobs for those in need to take care of those shoes. 
You can drop your shoes off inside the 17th 
Avenue doors Monday-Wednesday 9:00am-
11:30am or on Sunday mornings from 9:30am-
12:30pm.  New Auburn we’ll take your used shoes 
too! 
If you have any questions please contact Michelle 
in the Charge office at 715-568-1971. 

New Auburn Administrative 
Board 

 
There will be a New Auburn 
Administrative Board meeting Tuesday, July 28.  It 
will begin at 6pm at church.  There are many topics 
to discuss and decisions to be made so please be 
there. 



 

New Auburn UMW    
The New Auburn United Methodist 
Women will not be meeting until the first 
Wednesday in September, Wednesday, 
September 2, 2020.  This is due to the 
Coronavirus and our church building being 
under construction for repairs.  If anyone 

would like to meet sooner for any reason please 
call me, Barb Plummer, 715-237-2472.   
We can still work on our Purse Mission Project until 
we meet again by picking up items to be included in 
the purses for this out-reach project by our church. 

United Methodist Women and Charge Celebrations 

Bloomer UMW 
 
Hello Everyone!  Well the time is coming 
closer to when we will meet again.  The 
new plan is to have the first UMW meeting 
of the year on September 9 at 6pm.  Then 
we will finish the year strong! 

New Auburn Birthdays 
 
 06 Hunter Breezee 
 07 Kelsey Mullen 
 08 Veda Reed 
 09 Merrit Super 
 13 Barbara Plummer 
 18 David Proehl 
 19 Mike Super 
 23 Kale Clements 
 28 Jordan Super 
 30 Dustin Trowbridge 

New Auburn Anniversaries 
 
 11 Dave and Patty Proehl 
 12 Duane and Karen Reineke 
 19 Lowell and Sue Trowbridge 

Bloomer Birthdays 
 
 07 Shelly Yohnk 
 12 Elaine Stuckert 
 13 Grace Neuberg 
 15 Heidi Erickson 
 16 Denise Erickson 
 17 Byron Boettcher 
 18 Samuel Turner 
 18 Chloe Zeman 
 21 William Bingham 
 23 Olivia Hawkins 
 24 Aimee Stoffel 
 27 Shannon Dachel 
 27 Dezariah Wallsch 

Bloomer Anniversaries 
 
 03 Gary and Connie Krenz 
 07 Larry and Jan Geissler 
 10 Kyle and Erin Martin 
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New Auburn Services 
 
New Auburn UMC’s next service will be on August 
2nd at 9am.  The service will be at St Jude’s in New 
Auburn because as you saw on page two 
construction is happening at New Auburn UMC.  As 
if all of this wasn’t enough to celebrate the 
administrative board is looking into having more 
services at St Judes during the month of August.  
Listen for more information on August 2nd and 
watch for it on the website, bloomerumc.com, and 
on Facebook. 

Thank You 
 
This thank you has gone 
out before but needs to be 
said again and again.  
Thank you to all of the 
people that have been 
involved in making all of 
the flowerbeds at Bloomer 

UMC look so amazing, the people that are currently 
working on them and those that have put love and 
energy into them in the past...Alice Olson, Juanita 
Rufledt, Eileen Erickson, Kim Leonard, youth 
groups, Jan Geissler, Marcia and Walter Loofboro, 
Dale and Maryann Gumness, Jean Turner, Jake 
Turner, past pastors and families...the list goes on 
and on. 
The flower beds a great reminder of the beauty that 
God creates and how wonderful and creative the 
people are that he uses to help Him. 



 

Christian Education 
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Coffee, Conversation and Christ 
 
Coffee, Conversation, and Christ will resume 
starting September 13th at 9am at Bloomer UMC!  
Maryann has 3 series that she is looking at but will 
start with:   

 
Twelve Women of the 
Bible - Life Changing 
Stories for Women 
Today based on teachings 
from Lysa Terkeurst, Elisa 
Morgan, Jeanne Steves, 
Amena Brown, Naomi 
Zacharias and Jonalyn 
Fincher. 
 
The workbooks are $6 and 
you can let either Maryann 
or Michelle know if you 
need one by August 30th 
so they can be ordered in 
time for the class to start.  

If you have any questions please contact Maryann. 
 
Coffee, Conversation and Christ is open to anyone 
that wants to attend.  The first Bible study may  be 
geared toward women but both women and men 
can learn from it and gain insight into each other.  
Maryann will also offer a study by Robert Morris 
and others throughout the Sunday school year.  
You will want to be there! 

Bloomer VBS 
 
This year we will have four fun days of delving into 
the Heart Of God and you will have the opportunity 
to do this at your own home! 
There will be games, Bible studies, crafts and 
object lessons for each day to remind us of what 
Psalm 33:4 tells us “For the word of the Lord is right 
and true; He is faithful in all He does.” 
You and your kids can invite the neighborhood to 
participate if you want to.  This could turn into a 
great way for your kids to reach out to their friends 
and neighbors to teach them about God and how 
much He loves them. 
Aimee and her team will make it as easy as 
possible for you to have at great VBS at your home.  
Beginning August 1st you can go to 
bloomerumc.com or to the Bloomer UMC Facebook 
page to register.  This year you’ll only have to put 
your name, how many participants there will be, 
your email and phone number, whether you would 
like the music on a CD or a Spotify playlist and the 
best time to pick up the VBS material. 
You will be able to register until August 16th.  The 
following week Aimee and team will be preparing 
the materials that you will need for each day from 
glue to ketchup packets, from felt to Hersey Kisses 
and so much more.  There will be very little that you 
will need to furnish but there will be a list provided 
for you of those items in the VBS kit.  We really do 
want to make this as simple as possible for you to 
lead or have an older child lead. 
The kits will be available for pick up on August 23rd 
and 24th or a prearranged time.  The dates will be 
on each grouping of items but you really can have 
VBS when it fits best into your schedule.  Pastor 
Josh will be making short introduction videos for 
each day and those will be emailed to you in a 
group so everything will be simple and work into 
your family’s schedule. 
Remember you and your kids can invite people to 
participate with them...neighbors, cousins, moms 
and dads, grandma and grandpas...everyone will 
learn something. 

Bloomer UMC Fall Kids Programming 
 

The Bloomer School District has sent out the plans 
for the fall and there are 3 of them but it won’t be 
decided upon which option will be chosen to start 
with until it gets closer to September.  This being 
said Bloomer UMC’s children and youth 
programming will not begin until October.  This will 
give everyone a month of school to get used to. 
Depending upon which choice the School District 
goes with will determine if we proceed with face to 
face classes or if we equip the families with 
materials for some Christian Education at home.  
We will attempt to stay away from virtual though so 
the kids can have a break from devices. 
Watch for more info in the September newsletter 
and in your email or snail mailbox. 
We really miss the kids so hopefully we will have 
some in person time. 


