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Mission Statement 
 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ, through our 
worship, our education, and our role in our 

community and the world. 

A Message From Pastor Josh 

“To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1 – NKJV) 
How many of you like to observe the changing of the seasons?  I know I do; it is one of my favorite things 

about living in northern Wisconsin.  Today as I was sitting in the office listening to the sound of water droplets from 
the melting snow and ice hitting the windowsill, I began to think deeply about the changing of seasons. It occurred to 
me that we often have this conception that the change is instant or definitive.  For instance, the first day of Spring this 
year is March 20th.   But that date is based on several variables: changing weather patterns, astronomical calculations, 
division of the Gregorian calendar, etc.  Sometimes, however, things are not so clear cut.   In our lives we experience 
seasons where the dates are not predetermined, and the variables not so easily recognized.  Sometimes it is difficult to 
determine when one season starts and another ends.  Sometimes seasons are easy and enjoyable, others are difficult 
and painful.  As the writer of Ecclesiastes notes, “To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under the 
sun.” My brothers and sisters in Christ, I believe we are moving into a new season in the lives of our churches – a 
season of planting and preparation.  As we move into this new season, there are four areas that we will be focusing on: 
discipleship, missional alignment, intentional worship and online worship.  For the remainder of this article, we will 
briefly discuss each of these areas.  Let’s begin with discipleship. 

As Christians, most of us have heard of this thing called The Great Commission (Matthew 28: 19-20).  It is 
kind of a big deal.  In fact, it is such a big deal that many churches and denominations (ours included) have adopted 
the essence of the commission as their mission statement.  The problem is that too many churches and Christians see it 
as optional.  It is not!  It is a command.  Jesus didn’t say, “If and when you guys feel like it, go make disciples.”  No, 
with all authority on earth and in heaven he said, “Go, and make disciples.”  The proper response is obedience. 

Friends let’s be honest, many of us have not been doing a great job either as growing as disciples or discipling 
others.  If we had been, our churches would look much differently than they do now. This bit of truth is probably 
difficult to swallow for some.  But before you hang your head and start letting guilt take over, let me share the good 
news.  The commission hasn’t ended, and it is just as relevant today as it ever has been!  We can make a fresh start, 
today!  So, who is with me?  Who is willing to grow as a disciple and mature in faith?  Who is willing to disciple 
others and journey alongside them in all the aspects of their life?  Who is willing to go out into the world and share the 
love of Christ, inviting others to discover the miracle that is a personal relationship with the Lord and Savior of the 
universe?  My hope is that all of you answered yes to those questions. 

This coming year we will be focusing on creating and implementing core discipleship groups.  Think of this as 
seed planting.  These groups will consist of 3-5 people who will do the work of growing and living out their faith.  
They will meet consistently with each other and share what God is doing in their lives and where God is leading them.  
And they will live in covenant and accountability with each other.  At the end of the designated time, the group will 
disperse, and each member will be encouraged to go out and create another group.  This initiative may start out small, 
but it has the potential to achieve exponential results.  Imagine, if you will, planting an acorn in the church.  It starts 
out small but with time you have one of the largest and sturdiest of trees.  Once grown, it produces acorns, which if 
nurtured will begin to grow.  Soon you have a forest of strong and sturdy trees.  With the context of discipleship in 
place, let’s look at our next area, missional alignment. 
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A Message From Pastor Josh cont.  

Friends in this season of preparation, we will be doing some work that I have entitled missional alignment.  
This coming year I and church leadership will be evaluating every ministry and mission we have, to ensure that they 
are both aligned with our primary mission (to make disciples) and are effective in their ministry.  During this process 
we will be spending time in prayer, discussion and discernment with the leader(s) of each ministry.  Some ministries 
will continue to function as they are currently doing, while in others we may need to adjust or repurpose them to fit 
our mission and increase effectiveness.  Others, we may have to make the difficult decision to end.  In those specific 
cases we will celebrate the work that has been accomplished but then look to reallocate those people’s gifts and 
resources.  This work is much like pruning a tree.  Sometimes we must remove certain branches to ensure that the 
whole tree can be healthy.  This work, whether joyous or difficult is vital as we prepare for the harvest and growth to 
come.  Let’s turn to another closely related, but different, topic: intentional worship. 

Just was we are working to align our ministries with the mission of the church so, too, we will be evaluating 
our worship spaces and services.  I know even as I type that sentence that some of you are already cringing and getting 
very defensive.  Please take a deep breath and imagine with me, if you will, what it would be like to be new to the 
community and looking for a church or a brand-new believer looking for a faith community to be a part of.  If you 
walked into one of our churches and services, what would your senses detect and how would you feel? 

Some of you are saying, “Hmm, seems fine to me.”  Let’s look a little deeper, using a few random examples.  
When you walk into the service you see stained glass and pictures with a white Jesus adorning the church.  Does this 
matter?  Maybe not if you are white, but what if you are a person of color?  When you walk in, you see the stage and 
altar cluttered with items?  Does this matter?  Maybe not if you are a woman or someone who understands the 
iconography and symbolism of those items, but what if you are a man or a new believer who has no idea what any of 
it means?  When you walk into church and you hear multiple hymns being played.  Does this matter?  Maybe not if 
you grew up with those songs, but what if you are a different generation in age or are a new believer who has never 
listened to traditional church music?    Friends, I could go on and on, but I think you get my point.  As churches we 
are called to do the hard, and often uncomfortable work, of evaluating our spaces and services so that we can make 
them as open and inviting to as many people as possible, while still honoring our church identity, culture and 
traditions.  I want us to be intentional about as many different aspects of our worship spaces and services as we can.  
This is another example of pruning and nurturing.  Preparing the best soil and space that we can for believers to grow.  
This leads us to our last area of discussion, online worship. 

During this season of planting and preparation, our churches are continuing to develop and enhance our online 
worship experience, not only for our current members but also with the hope of expanding it to reach new audiences 
in new places.  As such, our churches will need to investigate and consider purchasing new technology.  We will 
continue to experiment and learn how to effectively translate in person experiences to an online audience.  This may 
mean we need to add or remove certain elements from our worship.  We will need to grow and find new ways to help 
people who worship online to connect and engage with our church communities.  The learning curve here is still quite 
large and will require patience, perseverance and a high level of participation.  Friends, will you water this seed?  Will 
you nurture it and help grow as tool to reach the nations? 

The season of preparation is upon us.  This season has an important purpose, it is one that we can neither do 
poorly nor ignore.  Sisters and brothers, it is time to prepare our fields and begin to plant seeds that will grow, mature 
and lead to the growth of our churches in the seasons to come.  Will you put on your gloves and grab your tools?  Will 
you help me develop discipleship groups?  While you assist me in making sure our ministries are all aligned with our 
primary mission and that our services provide space for people of all nations?  Will you help water, weed and nurture 
our online ministry so that it may grow into fruitful ministry?  I hope so.  I look forward to journeying through, and 
working alongside, you in the season of preparation.  God Bless! 



 

United Methodist Women and Ministry Info 

New Auburn Women’s Group 
A New Ministry    

It’s almost time for the reinventing of a former 
ministry into a new one to begin!  April 1st will be 
the first official day of the New Auburn Women of 
Faith to meet.  The meeting will begin at 1:00pm in 
the New Auburn UMC basement.  Please bring with 
you the most current copy of the Upper Room and 
your Purse Mission items.  All women are invited to 
come! 

Bloomer UMW 
 

 

Bloomer Loose Coin  
 
The first quarter of 2021 will see 
the loose coin offering go to the 
Family Support Center in 
Chippewa Falls. 

New Auburn Loose Coin 
 
Our New Auburn UMC 
loose coin this month 
will be going to the 
Hope Gospel Mission 
Shelter in Eau Claire.  
Please give generously 

to this mission.  Since the COVID 19 hit the 
homeless population in the Chippewa Valley has 
increased significantly and the homeless shelters in 
the area need as much assistance as possible.  
Thank you in advance for your generosity! Meetings With The Pastor: 

 
Hi everyone, I just completed my initial round of 
Meetings With the Pastor.   These meetings were 
an attempt to create spaces and opportunities for 
people to meet with me in an informal setting to 
share the things in your lives and how God is 
working.  Some of these events were a great 
success and I thank all of you that took advantage 
of those opportunities, it was fun and an honor to 
be with you.  Other events were a bust and no one 
showed up – oh well.  Going forward, I will continue 
to have these meetings posted on the website 
calendar at least a month in advance and Michelle 
will continue to create sign-up sheets for them on 
the website.  Some months may have more 
meetings than others.  Some meetings may have 
new locations and times, while others stay the 
same.  The biggest change going into effect will be 
the registration cut-off.  The new cut-off date for 
registration is 72 hours prior to the event.  If no one 
has signed up by that time the event will be 
cancelled so that I have time to rearrange my 
schedule and take advantage of other 
opportunities.  If you have ideas for future events 
and locations, please let me know.  I look forward 
to our future meetings. 
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New Auburn UMC Audit 
 
The annual church audit will be conducted on 
Saturday, March 6th at 10:00am.  We will do this in 
the basement of the church.  Anyone that would 
like to help with auditing the 2020 church books is 
encouraged to attend.  Those that write checks on 
behalf of the church are asked to bring in your 
documentation.  If  you have questions, please call 
Finance Chair, Veda Reed at 715-967-2055. 

Save The Date 
 
March 9—Bloomer Administrative Board Meeting at 
6:00pm 
March 30—New Auburn Administrative Board 
Meeting at 5:00pm 
April 2—Joint Good Friday service at St Judes in 
New Auburn beginning at 1:00pm 



 

Ongoing Prayer Ministry 
 
Please lift up our homebound friends in 
prayer.   
Bloomer and New Auburn friends:  
Dick and Verona Donahue, Betty 
Kistner, Ellen Mark, Fern Meisner, Juanita 
Rufledt, Betty Wallsch, Louise Hacker. 

NEW AUBURN UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
 
We are still collecting items for our 
Church “Purse Mission Project” for the 
local area Abuse Centers. 

 
The personal care items that we need for the used 
purses are as follows:  Tooth brush, small tooth 
paste, deodorant, bar of bath soap, small wash 
cloth, and small hand towel, small bottle of 
shampoo, small package of facial tissue, nail 
clippers, snacks, personal sanitary and hygiene 
products. Also any other thing that you think would 
be nice to have in the purses. 
 
If you bring a package of any of these items they 
will be divided up and then put in each of the 
purses that need them. 
 
Thank You for your help with this mission project. 

Bloomer On Going Missions 
 
Keep on collecting your... 

...Aluminum cans...The money is used 
toward  helping our youth with summer 
camp funding and such.  Thank you so 
much for the  donations and keep them 
coming! 
...Pop tabs...They will be given to Ronald 

McDonald House Charities to help raise 
money so the people that need to stay 
there are able to do it without worrying 
about how to pay for where they will stay 
when their child is in the hospital. 
...Box Tops...The box tops go to help the area 
schools. 
 
If you have any questions about these missions 
please feel free to contact Maryann Gumness or 
Juanita Fransway. 

Caps and Personal Hygiene 
 
Do you have any brand new personal hygiene 
products or hats that you have knit that you would 
like to donate to various organizations?  Talk to 
Juanita Fransway and she can help you get them 
to people in need.  You can find her Sunday 
mornings at Bloomer UMC. 

Mission and Ministries 
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Box Tops 
 
You may have noticed that Box Tops for education 
have changed a bit.  They have gone from cutting 
them out and giving them to the schools to 
scanning them for the schools.  If you have a 
mobile device  you can go to your app store and 
download the app and use that to scan your Box 
Top in or you can go to 
www.boxtops4education.com to scan/enter your 
Box Tops in.  The website also walks you through 
how to submit clipped Box Tops and many other 
perks for you and the schools. 



 

Charge Celebrations & Christian Education 

New Auburn Birthdays 
 
 03 Dawn Clements 
 05 Derrick Breezee 
 10 Sue Trowbridge 
 19 Peggy Stanford 
 23 Ken Mullen 
 25 Dave Bowman 
 26 Diane Bleskacek 
 27 Alysha Butterfield 
 31 Brandon North 

New Auburn Anniversaries 
 
 00 Spots are open this month! 

Bloomer Birthdays 
 
 04 David Olson 
 05 Jean Turner 
 10 Ava Olson 
 10 Peggy Stoffel  
 14 Erin Martin 
 18 Sue Summerfield 
 19 Dale Gumness 
 22 Nanci Nelson 
 24 Jake Turner 
 26 Tom Fijalkiewicz 
 27 Cashton Gumness 
 28 Ross Nelson 
 30 Clayton Gumness 

Bloomer Anniversaries 
 
 03 Erik and Jenn Larson 
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Bloomer Adult Sunday School 
 
Bloomer’s adult Sunday school classes have begun 
again with the opening of church! 
 
David’s class is still working through the books of 
the Bible.  If you want to delve deep into scripture 
with a wise leader that has been doing this for 
many years this is the class for you. 
 
Coffee, Conversation, and Christ is studying the 
book “Women of the Bible”.  This class is lead by 
Maryann, who is also a wise leader but has more 
years discipling children and youth than adults until 
a couple years ago when she decided that her 
calling has broadened into intentionally discipling 
adults too.  This class uses books, videos, and 
structured Bible studies to delve into scripture.  The 
class is open to both women and men.  Even, 
though the current book is about women of the 
Bible it also talks about men.  Everyone is welcome 
to attend this class! 

New Auburn Confirmation 
 
New Auburn’s confirmation class has started for this 
school year.  Class meets two Wednesdays a month 
from 4 to 6pm in the church basement.  From 4 until 
4:30 is gathering time, 4:30 until 5 is a meal and 
then Pastor Josh leads the class in a lesson from 5 
until 6.  The dates for the class are March 10th and 
24th, April 14th and 28th, May 12th and 19th with 
Confirmation Sunday at 9am on May 23. 
If you would like to volunteer to prepare a meal for 
the kids and Pastor Josh please contact Ilene Moos 
and she will add you to the schedule.  Thank you in 
advance for your help. 

Bloomer VBS! 
 
Yes, Bloomer will be having an in-person vacation 
Bible school this summer!  So far the details are not 
firmed up but VBS will be taking place the last week 
in July.  Watch future newsletters, announcements, 
social media posts and website posts for more 
details as they become available.  It will be so 
exciting to see all of the kids again!!!! 

Online Church 
 
Beginning Sunday March 7th we will officially 
launch the Church Online Platform.  As the month 
goes on Facebook Live will begin to be phased out 
and Church Online will be our main online platform 
to watch the service live.  On March 7th we will still 
use Facebook Live but there will not be anyone on 
there to monitor the chat.  All chatting will take 
place on Church Online.  Prayer requests will also 
be taken there. 
You can access the Church Online at 
www.bloomerumc.online.church 
The service will begin at 10:30am. 



 

A Little Extra 
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Red Cross Bloodmobile 
 
On Tuesday, March 30, 2021, the Bloomer Moose Lodge will host a Red Cross Blood Drive, from 11:30 
through 5:30. 
If you are a first time donor, welcome!  If you have given before, welcome back!  Please join your friends 
and acquaintances in donating the gift of life!  The Red Cross must collect more than 13,000 blood 
donations every day for patients in need.  Covid-19 has been making this goal even more of a challenge 
than ever! 
Donors may give Whole Blood if they have not given since February 2, 2021, and Power Red since 
December 8, 2020.  You may want to learn more about Power Red (formerly double red) donations. 
Driver’s License or blood donor card is required.  16-year-olds are eligible to donate with the Red Cross 
parental consent form.  Download the Red Cross Donor App, go to redcross.org, or call Beth Ashley at 715
-568-5891 to make an appointment. 


