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Mission Statement 

 

To spread the good news of Jesus Christ and the 
message of God’s grace. 
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Mission Statement 
 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ, through our 
worship, our education, and our role in our 

community and the world. 

A Message From Pastor Josh 

7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus
        (Philippians 4:7-NIV) 
 

The noise, confusion, conflict and chaos continue.  Political conventions are underway, and people on both sides try to 
dig deeper trenches to secure their agenda and beliefs while lobbing grenades of shame, criticism and insult at the 
other.  Protesters march in the streets hoping to see change on issues like racial justice and human trafficking, only to 
see their efforts destroyed by mobs of rioters that loot and pillage communities.  Leaders are quick to make statements 
and judgements because it fits a partisan narrative but they lack the facts.  Everyone seems to be yelling and shouting 
but no one really seems to be listening.  Friends, just like you, I have been doing my best to sort as much of this stuff 
out as I can, while still trying to move forward through the uncertainty.  I would like to share a couple of insights that 
God has led me through recently. 
During my quiet times God implanted a couple of words on my heart – calm and pause.  At first, I wasn’t really sure 
why I was given these words.  I feel like I am generally a pretty calm and collected guy most of the time.  Yet, as I 
spent time in prayer and reflection, I realized I was riding an emotional rollercoaster.  (I suppose it was not a 
coincidence that we just completed a sermon series on emotions and that God would minister to me through it.)  As I 
continued to pray about this and as I began to be more intentional about giving my emotions to Him, I had this 
amazing sense of peace and calm.  At the same time, I was drawn to a few stories in scripture: Elijah on the mountain, 
Jesus and the disciples in the storm and Jesus and the woman caught in adultery.  They all seemed to speak to me 
about this idea of calm and/or pause.  Let’s take a quick look at those stories. 
The story of Elijah can be found in the Old Testament book of 1 Kings.  In this story, Elijah the prophet, has taken a 
radical stand against Ahab and Jezebel, the king and queen.  He is on the run and fearing for his life.  There are times 
when he just wants to throw in the towel and be done with it all.  God leads him to a mountain (chapter 19) where he 
witnesses three miraculous events – a great windstorm, an earthquake and a fire.  Despite their miraculous nature, 
Elijah claims that God is not present in any of them; they are just noise and chaos.  Then, Elijah heard God in a, “still 
small voice.”  Rather than tremble in fear or get caught up in all swirling, ground shaking events of the theophany, 
Elijah had to calm his spirit.  It was then that he heard God speak in a whisper.  Are you able to hear the whisper of 
God in this chaotic and uncertain time or are you more focused on all the events and noise? 
The second story I was led to was Jesus and the disciples on the sea of Galilee (Mark 4: 35-41, but this story is in all 
the Synoptic Gospels).  In this story Jesus and the disciples have been doing ministry all day.  Jesus says, ‘Hey guys, 
lets go for a boat ride to the other side of the lake.’  As they are crossing, a terrible storm hits, threatening to sink the 
boat.  To the disciples’ utter dismay and shock, they find Jesus sleeping peacefully.  They frantically wake and plead 
with him to do something.  Wiping the sleep from his eyes he stands and rebukes the storm, “Be quiet, be still!”  Not 
only is Jesus calm and collected but he speaks with authority and power and silences the storm.  Do you remain calm 
during intense situations or do you run around fearfully and frantically?  Are you focused on speaking Holy Spirit 
infused truth and power to silence the storm and stop the chaos or are you too busy running around looking for a 
bucket to bail out the sinking ship and just weather the storm? 



 

Page 2 

A Message From Pastor Josh cont.  

Finally, I was led to the story of Jesus and the woman caught in adultery (John 8).  In this story the scribes and 
Pharisees bring a woman caught in adultery (I still can’t figure out where the guy is if she was caught in the very act, 
but anyway…)  They present her to Jesus and ask him what judgement she should face.  Rather than rush to a 
conclusion, Jesus stoops down and begins drawing in the dirt, pretending like he doesn’t hear them.  They press him 
again, trying to push their own agenda and narrative.  Jesus intentionally stands back up and delivers a response that 
stuns them, “He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first.”  Friends, I am concerned by the 
current trend that I am witnessing in which certain groups are bullying leaders to make rash and reactionary 
statements or face social backlash.  It is neither healthy nor just.  It leads to division and harm.  As leaders we need to 
take time to pause, get rid of the noise and catch our breath.  Then after we have taken some time to truly assess the 
situation and gather the facts, we can proceed to make statements and come to conclusions that are compassionate, 
convict the heart and are beneficial for all.  Do you take time to pause, collect your thoughts and allow the peace of 
Christ to fill you before reacting to something?  It requires intentionality, it requires us to be calm and be led by the 
Holy Spirit. 
Friends, I invite you to experience calm and pause in your lives.  Spend intentional time with God this month.  Hear 
that still small voice and experience the amazing love and grace that God provides.  Expand your perspective and do 
not be afraid to pray against the chaos and noise that seeks to distract and disorient.  Be wise in your responses.  
Intentionally pause, collect the evidence, weigh the situation, then speak truth, powerfully, into the lives and situations 
around you.  There is a peace, a sense of calm, that only God can provide.  It transcends our very understanding.  It 
will provide a shield for your heart and mind.  I pray that you will experience that peace this month.  God Bless!  

New Auburn Construction Continues 

Here are some photos, from the shed leaving to a new home with God’s blessings, to waterproofing our 
church basement walls, and backfilling preparation for cement.  Thank you to the contractors and Trustees 
for their time and effort with this huge job! 



 

Bloomer Loose Coin  
 
The third quarter of 2020 will see the loose coin 
offering go toward Operation Christmas Child 
Postage. 

Ministries and Missions 

Ongoing Prayer Ministry 
 
Please lift up our homebound friends 
in prayer.   
Bloomer and New Auburn friends:  
Dick and Verona Donahue, Betty 
Kistner, Ellen Mark, Fern Meisner, 
Juanita Rufledt, Jim and Virginia 
Young, Betty Wallsch, Louise 

Hacker. 

New Auburn Purse Ministry 
 
A quick reminder that our All Church 
Purse Mission is on going.  We continue 
to collect gently used purses to fill and 
donate to area Abuse Shelters. 

Bloomer On Going Missions 
 
Keep on collecting your... 

...Aluminum cans...The money is used 
toward  helping our youth with summer 
camp funding and such.  Thank you so 
much for the  donations and keep them 
coming! 

...Pop tabs...They will be given to 
Ronald McDonald House Charities to 
help raise money so the people that 
need to stay there are able to do it 
without worrying about how to pay for 
where they will stay when their child is in the 
hospital. 

...Box Tops...The box tops go to help 
the area schools. 
 

If you have any questions about these missions 
please feel free to contact Maryann Gumness or 
Juanita Fransway. 

New Auburn Loose Coin 
 

September’s loose coin offering will go to the 
Salvation Army. 
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Caps and Personal 
Hygiene 

 
Do you have any brand new 
personal hygiene products or 
hats that you have knit that you would like to 
donate to various organizations?  Talk to Juanita 
Fransway and she can help you get them to people 
in need.  You can find her Sunday mornings at 
Bloomer UMC. 

Bloomer Mission Committee 
 
The Bloomer UMC Mission Committee will be 
meeting on September 8th at 6pm.  If you are on 
the committee and are unable to attend please call 
the charge office at 715-568-1971 and leave a 
message.  If you are not on the committee but 
would like to be you are welcome and encouraged 
to attend. 



 

New Auburn UMW    
The New Auburn United Methodist 
Women will meet at St Jude’s church on 
September 2, 2020 at 1:00pm. 
We will have a short business meeting 
and make plans for the next coming 
months.  This is due to the construction 

going on  at our church at this time.  We will still do 
our social distancing due to the Coronavirus at this 
meeting and please wear a mask.  
We can still work on our Purse Mission Project by 
picking a few items that need to be included in the 
purses for this out reach project by our church. 

United Methodist Women and Charge Celebrations 

Bloomer UMW 
 
The Bloomer United Methodist Women will 
meet in the Fellowship Room on 
Wednesday, September 9 at 6:00pm.  
Please join us to do some catching up on 
our UMW year—all women of the church 

are invited to attend, if you are comfortable doing 
so at this time. 

New Auburn Birthdays 
 
 02 Melissa Breezee 
 07 James Plummer 
 18 Kathy Lane 
 26 Dave Moos 
 29 Carley Stilley 

New Auburn Anniversaries 
 
 02 Russell and Connie Breezee 
 09 Mark and Deb North 

Bloomer Birthdays 
 
 02 Eleanor Martin 
 04 Jan Geissler 
 08 Marcia Loofboro 
 09 Trevin Richardson 
 10 Desmond Martin 
 11 Coletin Wallsch 
 12 Linda Snyder 
 12 Keira Richardson 
 17 Anne Donaldson 
 20 Kara Gumness 
 24 Maryann Gumness 
 24 Kyle Martin 

Bloomer Anniversaries 
 
 19  Shawn and Denise McFarlane 
 24 Dustin and Heidi Lueck 
 24 Shelly and Brian Yohnk 
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Christian Education 
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Coffee, Conversation and Christ 
 
Coffee, Conversation, and Christ will resume 
starting September 13th at 9am at Bloomer UMC!  
Maryann has 3 series that she is looking at but will 
start with:   

 
Twelve Women of the 
Bible - Life Changing 
Stories for Women 
Today based on teachings 
from Lysa Terkeurst, Elisa 
Morgan, Jeanne Steves, 
Amena Brown, Naomi 
Zacharias and Jonalyn 
Fincher. 
 
The workbooks are $6 and 
you can let either Maryann 
or Michelle know if you 
need one by August 30th 
so they can be ordered in 
time for the class to start.  

If you have any questions please contact Maryann. 
 
Coffee, Conversation and Christ is open to anyone 
that wants to attend.  The first Bible study may  be 
geared toward women but both women and men 
can learn from it and gain insight into each other.  
Maryann will also offer a study by Robert Morris 
and others throughout the Sunday school year.  
You will want to be there! 

Bloomer Adult Sunday School 
 

David will be offering his adult Sunday school class 
again this year for those that would like to join.  The 
class will begin on September 13 at 9am, also. 
David’s class studies a book at a time of the Bible.  
As they read through it the discussion can range 
from how The Word applies to each individual life 
to how it applies to the world.  This a more 
traditional Bible study.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend.  Bring your Bible with you when you come 
but if you don’t own a Bible no worries there are 
plenty available at church to read from. 

Bloomer Children and Youth 
 
Well, school starts again this month with many 
changes, hopefully it will keep kids going to in 
person classes. 
As of right now all of the Bloomer UMC children 
and youth programming will start at the beginning 
of October.  We are going to wait until there is a 
month of school done to see how things work. 
When we do start back up again we will do our best 
to social distance and keep the kids in family 
groups for activities.   
There will be more information sent to parents via 
email, social media and the website as the time to 
start gets closer. 
All of the teachers really miss your children a lot so 
we will do what we can to see them in person. 

Leadership Book Study 
 

On September 19th beginning 9am at Xpeditions 
Coffee Shop, some of the people that attended this 
year’s Global Leadership Summit will be beginning 
a book study by one of the speakers Michael Todd.  
They will be working through his book “Relationship 
Goals”.  Anyone is welcome to attend.  You can 
find the book and study guide on Amazon or where 
books are sold.   

 
“Realer than the most real 
conversation you’ve ever heard 
in church on the topic, Micheal 
Todd’s honest, heartfelt, and 
powerful teaching on 
relationships has already 
impacted millions. Michael 
believes that relationships are 
the epicenter of human thriving. 
All too often, though, we lack the 
tools or vision to build our 

relationships on the wisdom and power of God. 
  
In other words, it’s good to have a goal, but you 
can’t get there without proper aim! By charting a 
course that candidly examines our most common 
pitfalls, and by unpacking explosive truths from 
God’s word, Michael’s debut book will transform a 
trendy hashtag into a future where your most 
cherished relationships thrive in relational life, 
hope, and abundance. Now those are real 
#RELATIONSHIPGOALS.” 

- from Michael Todd’s website immiketodd.com 
 


