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Mission Statement 
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Mission Statement 
 

To share the Good News of Jesus Christ, through our 
worship, our education, and our role in our 

community and the world. 

A Message From A Guest Writer 
10 This is what the L  says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my good 
promise to bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the L , “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call on me and come and 
pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be 
found by you,” declares the L , “and will bring you back from captivity.[b] I will gather you from all the nations 
and places where I have banished you,” declares the L , “and will bring you back to the place from which I carried 
you into exile.” – Jeremiah 29: 10-14 
 
 
You’ve probably figured out by the title of this article that Pastor Josh is not the author this month.  This is Michelle 
standing in while Pastor is tending to some family matters.  Please pray for his family as they mourn the loss of 
Pastor’s uncle. 
 
Does this change of Pastor not writing the final newsletter article of the year top off the changes of 2020 that may be 
sending you over the edge?  Have you had so many changes this year you feel like if you have one more change you 
won’t be able to handle it?  What kind of changes have you faced this year?  Have you lost a loved one or a beloved 
pet?  Have your traditions that have been in your family as long as you can remember been disrupted?  Has your 
income been reduced which has threatened your security and stability?  Have you lost the ability to recognize people 
because of masks?  Do you have pent up anger because you aren’t able to worship in the church that you grew up in?  
Do you miss “your” Sunday morning pew?  Is this how you have looked at 2020?  A year of awful changes and you 
just want it over so 2021 can start fresh with new possibilities? 
 
It would be so easy to see 2020 as a year of loss and sorrow.  It is easily a year that we could have spent most of it 
lamenting and covering ourselves in ashes.  There really are many of us that have lost so much that is dear to us this 
year but is that all that happened this year? 
 
Could this have been a year you slowed down and the rat race you were on stopped?  Did you read a book that you 
have put off for months because you just haven’t had the time to read it?  Did you spend a lot of time with your 
immediate family and gotten to know them again?  Did you pull out boardgames and have family game nights?  Did 
you sit down to write a letter to an old friend that you’ve been meaning to reach out to but didn’t want to bother them 
because everyone is so busy?  Did you get out and take walks in the fresh air all summer without a mask on because it 
was safe?  Did you enjoy the beautiful sunsets that we experienced this summer?  Did you learn new and creative 
things so you were able to keep in touch with family and friends?  Did you grow in your faith?  Did you rejoice 
because you know that those that you did lose this year are now with Jesus?  Did you get married?  Did you have a 
new baby in your family?  Did you remodel your house?  Did you watch our church services online so you were still 
with your church family but were able to sit on a more comfortable “pew”? 
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A Message From A Guest Writer cont.  

The verses from Jeremiah remind us that it isn’t the first time that God’s people have been in pain or enslaved.  You 
may not be enslaved by people but you could be enslaved by your anger, sorrow, unhappiness, confusion, loss, 
hopelessness, etc.  That is not where you are to stay!  The 70 years have long passed.  You don’t have to exile 
yourself. 
 
This month we celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  He was sent to set you free.  Jesus was sent to give you 
hope and to help you keep your eyes on the Lord.  Seek Him with all of your heart.  Jesus brings the joy to us, 
especially now when we celebrate His birth.  Remember this as some of your traditions are changed this month, you 
go through this first Christmas without a loved one, or you have to help your children with virtual school.   
 
In November, Pastor Josh, in his sermons, taught us about some disciplines that we can develop to seek the Lord with 
all our heart.  Continue them throughout this month too until they are just second nature.  This will help you keep your 
eyes on the Lord and bring you out of exile.  I also challenge you to read one of the Gospels this month from 
beginning to end.  It doesn’t matter which one because they will all remind you why Jesus was sent and why we 
celebrate His birth.  Luke, however does have what we think of as the Christmas Story. 
 
I also challenge you to reach out to as many people as possible this month.  The two easiest and safest ways to do this 
is to write a letter/Christmas card or just pick up the phone and call them.  If you are tech savvy, Facetime as many 
people as possible.  You can email too but handwritten letters, phone calls, and Facetime calls have a warmth that a 
typed letter or email are not quite able to convey. 
 
Have a wonderful and safe December.  I pray that you receive the peace of the Lord in your hearts as 2020 closes and 
2021 begins. 
 
Merry Christmas, 
Michelle 

New Auburn Church Update 

It’s done!  The last item to be put on the church 
was the deck and stairs to the sanctuary exit.   

 

Worship Services Update 

The COVID numbers in Chippewa Counties and 
the surrounding counties to go up so that means 
that there will be no in person worship services 
through December 13.  After that the leadership in 
both churches will reassess and determine if there 
will be in person services for the rest of December.  
Even though we are unable to gather together on 
Sunday mornings there are services posted on 
YouTube, Facebook and on the website 
bloomerumc.com.  Pastor Josh continues to bring 
you a great service with the help of the Martin 
family.  For those of you that do not have the 
means to watch the services.  Michelle is working 
on extracting the sound from the services to create 
audio versions of them too.  If you would like a CDs 
of the November and December services please 
call 715-568-1971 and leave a message.  The CDs 
get shipped out once a month or arrangements can 
be made to pick them up. 

Now it’s safe and up to 
code.  The building will 
be cleaned the first 
week of December 
and then ready for 
another 100 years of 
services. 

May everyone in our 
church family and our 
extended church family 
of Bloomer UMC have 
a blessed Christmas. 



 

United Methodist Women  
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New Auburn UMW    
The New Auburn United Methodist 
Women will meet at our church on 
Wednesday, December 9, 2020 at 
1:00pm.  The program will be Upper Room 
Bible Study. 
Please remember to wear a mask and we 

will do social distancing because of the 
Coronavirus.  If anything changes we will call our 
members. 

Bloomer UMW 
 
Merry Christmas everyone!  Due to 
COVID there will be no meeting this 
month and then our winter break will begin 
so we’ll see you in March.  If anything 
changes you will be contacted. 

Bloomer Loose Coin  
 
The fourth quarter of 2020 will see the loose coin 
offering go to the Bloomer/New Auburn Food 
Pantry and the Restoring Hope Transplant House. 

New Auburn Loose Coin 
 

Our New Auburn UMC loose coin will be going to 
the Chetek Food Pantry this month.  Thank you so 
much for your generosity. 

Save The Date 
 
 Bloomer UMC administrative Board Meeting is 

December 8 at 6:00pm 
Help! 

 
During this time where it is difficult 
for people not in the same 
household to gather inside, the 
churches of the Bloomer 
community have come up with a 

creative way to share some Christmas cheer and to 
remind us why we celebrate this month. 
There will be a living nativity event on December 
20th beginning at 4pm.  There will be living scenes 
from the Nativity at 5 churches in town and 
Bloomer UMC will be one of them!  The scenes will 
be outside and social distanced.  Our scene is The 
Journey To Bethlehem.  Our scene will need at 
least 3 people...Joseph, Mary and a narrator. 
Our church will also need to furnish 1 or 2 group 
leaders that will guide a group of masked, socially 
distanced people from church to church.  Ideally 
leading the groups in singing Christmas carols too.  
Each group will start at St Paul’s Catholic church 
for the first station.  Then the second will be at 
Pastor Rimmereid’s office on Main St, then to 
Bloomer UMC, next will be the Congregational 
Church by the duck park and everything will end at 
St John’s Lutheran church on Newman St. 
If you would like to participant please contact 
Michelle Stoffel at 715-828-5041.  Please volunteer 
because I don’t really want to beg but I am not too 
proud to, especially when this is a really great 
opportunity to reach out to people and remind them 
about Jesus or introduce them to Him. 

Attention New Auburn 
UMC and Bloomer UMC 

Parents 
 
Parents of Sunday school 
students you should have 
received a letter from Michelle, 
Maryann, Karin and Ilene in the 
mail asking for your help.  This is 
a reminder that Michelle needs 
the videos by December 7th. 
If you need assistance in 
creating the videos please call or text Michelle at 
the number provided in the letter.  If you don’t have 
a device to create a video arrangements can be 
made for Michelle to help you. 
Your videos are going to help make this year’s 
unusual Christmas Eve service be amazing! 



 

Ongoing Prayer Ministry 
 
Please lift up our homebound friends in 
prayer.   
Bloomer and New Auburn friends:  
Dick and Verona Donahue, Betty 
Kistner, Ellen Mark, Fern Meisner, Juanita 
Rufledt, Jim and Virginia Young, Betty Wallsch, 
Louise Hacker. 

New Auburn Purse Ministry 
 
A quick reminder that our All Church 
Purse Mission is on going.  We continue 
to collect gently used purses to fill and 
donate to area Abuse Shelters. 

Bloomer On Going Missions 
 
Keep on collecting your... 
...Aluminum cans...The money is used 
toward  helping our youth with summer 
camp funding and such.  Thank you so 
much for the  donations and keep them 
coming! 

...Pop tabs...They will be given to 
Ronald McDonald House Charities to 
help raise money so the people that 
need to stay there are able to do it 

without worrying about how to pay for where they 
will stay when their child is in the hospital. 
...Box Tops...The box tops go to help the area 
schools. 
 
If you have any questions about these missions 
please feel free to contact Maryann Gumness or 
Juanita Fransway. 

Caps and Personal Hygiene 
 
Do you have any brand new personal hygiene 
products or hats that you have knit that you would 
like to donate to various organizations?  Talk to 
Juanita Fransway and she can help you get them 
to people in need.  You can find her Sunday 
mornings at Bloomer UMC. 

Mission, Ministries, and Charge Celebrations 
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New Auburn Thank Yous 
 
“Thank you for all your prayers and cards.   
    God Bless,  
    Verona” 
 
“Dear Friends from Church, 
Thank you very much for the get well card and gift 
of money.  I’m healing from my eye surgery a little 
more each day. 
Your friendship is very special to me. 
    Sincerely, 
    Barb Plummer” 

Clothes Closet Thank You 
 
Thank you so much to everyone that helped get 
the winter and Halloween clothes out at the 
Clothes Closet.  You are greatly appreciated! 
The plan going forward once it is safe again is to 
set up a Saturday work day at the Clothes Closet 
once a month.  This will help them sort the clothes 
that pile up from generous donations.  Watch for 
more information in future newsletters and at future 
services. 

Santa’s Helpers Thank You 

Thank You to everyone who donated money to the 2020 Santa’s Helpers November loose coin to make our 
part in the Santa’s Helpers program another very successful mission.  I was able to purchase over 50 gifts 
plus donate an additional $250.00 for the Santa’s Helpers Committee to purchase more gifts.  We also 
contributed to the food boxes that are given to the families.  Your generosity is very much appreciated by 
the Santa’s Helpers Staff at Security Bank and the New Auburn School District.  Thank you again…Veda 



 

Charge Celebrations 

New Auburn Birthdays 
 
 01 Lori Hanson 
 11 Karen Reineke 
 12 Betty Bowman 
 17 Mary Stilley 
 17 Molly Stanford 
 19 Scott Breezee 
 30 Stephanie Davis 
 30 Amber Beal 
 30 Cheyenne Breezee 

New Auburn Anniversaries 
 
 10 Scott and Tricia Stuckert 

Bloomer Birthdays 
 
 03 Cayla Bingham 
 09 Michelle Stoffel 
 11 Cheryl Matthews 
 14 Gary Krenz 
 14 Barb Jarr 
 16 Juanita Rufledt 
 16 Steve Ekenstedt 
 17 Abbi Olson 
 17 Ileeyana Bourget 
 27 Melody Gray 
 27 Thaddeus Martin 
 29 Brandon Woodman 

Bloomer Anniversaries 
 
 04 Dale and Maryann Gumness 
 07 Shawn and Aimee Stoffel 
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Operation Christmas Child Thank You 
 
While things looked a bit different this year for our 
Operation Christmas Child Ministry, we delivered 
27 shoeboxes to the drop-off location and built 25+ 
shoeboxes online!  Thank you to all that packed 
boxes and to all that donated monies for shipping 
and online shoebox building.  Just imagine the joy 
and the love of Jesus the children will feel when 
they receive our shoebox gifts.  Thank you Pastor 
Josh and Michelle for all you did to help me get the 
word out about this ministry during this 
unprecedented time. “Rejoice always, pray without 
ceasing, in everything give thanks.”  1 
Thessalonians 5:16-18 
Take care and hope to see everyone again soon! 
Shelly  

A Thank You From Embrace to New 
Auburn UMC 

 
“On behalf of the Embrace Board of Directors and 
the staff, we would like to thank you for your 
generous donation.  Your contribution makes it 
possible for us to continue with our efforts to help 
survivors of domestic and sexual violence work 
through a very difficult time in their lives. 
We plan to continue our efforts to raise awareness 
and assist those who need us most and strive to 
make a difference in the fight against domestic and 
sexual violence.  As you know, the cost of violence 
prevention and awareness in our communities does 
not go away.  We hope for your support in the 
future.   
Once again, thank you so much for your generous 
donation and continued support. 
 
Sincerely,  
Embrace Staff and Board of Directors” 



 

Activity Page (for the young and young at heart) 
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